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here, if one could only avail of the clue. As Dr
Johnson was the first to observe, Hamlet, though
he complains of them, had no experience of
The insolence of office, and the spurns
That patient merit of the unworthy takes. . . .
These are thoughts uttered in a vacuum. They are
purely objective, dealing with the abstract. It is
humanity at large that is voicing its grievances,
not Hamlet. His fardels were otherwise. Dramati-
cally speaking, it is a bad soliloquy that can be
torn bodily from its context without injury to
its cogency, as this one admits of (one recalls
that Pepys actually set it to music): yet what
constitutes its defects from a dramaturgic stand-
point has won for it immortality. Truly, it is a
mad world, my masters!
Assuming the correctness of my surmise con-
cerning the original location of "To be or not
to be", I take it that it must havfe been written
on or about 1597, hardly earlier, and certainly
not much later. It would seem that after it had
held its pristine position for a time either Shake-
speare himself arrived individually at the con-
clusion that the trend of thought in the soliloquy
was too abstract for the situation or some such
opinion was conveyed to him by a person of